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Plymouth Harbor residents go back to school

The educational pilot program with SILL uses technology to broadcast college-level lectures to residents.

For yenrs, Martha “harty” Buenneke
heard about the Sarasota Tnstitute of
Lifelong Learvning. Until recemtly, the
Plymouth Harbor restdent never attend-

a program in the collesge-level lecture
sexies, becanse she doesn't drive.

Butsince Jan. & Boenneke and approsk-
imately 100 other residents of Piymooth
Harbour have attended SILLS Thuarsday
“Global Issues” lectures without leaving
their retirement community, thanks to

& new pilot
program in
1 which  Ac-
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sota  simual-
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Thurdday
lecture since

then, participating in programs such is
*The Tmpact of Glohalization on the T15.
Economy” and "North awd South Korea:
Can This Divoreed Couple Ever Get To-
pether Againg?”

"It heavy-duty stuff” Buenneke said.
“I'm extremely plad that its available”

According to Dr. Margaret Bates, o
Plymouth Harbor resident and S1LL ad-
junet hoard member, 2 number of Plym-
outh Harhor residents faithfully “have
attendded the lecture series, which runs
from January through March, for many
years. In February 2008, SILL bosed

memhbers met with several Flymouth
Harbor officials, including Bates, ta dis-
cusa the possibility of Acoess
to the programs. SILL was especially in-
terested in an its Thig lee-
tures, whu:l'lﬁw mum m,it'am:‘:g—m!
wenue at Saresotn Players Theatre for the
past threa years.

“We were attracting =0 many people to
the Players Theatre,” Babes said. “There

Fne Uanl]
P iyrmauth Harbor pesident and 2101 volunteer Bob Sessions hands a orogram to
Susinne Bolan.

was constant weiting in line,”

During thet meeting, oificials from
SILL and Flymouth Harbor decided they
wionld wse technology o simulcast the
lectures. Phmonth Harbor later decided
i himlﬂ.ms Serasota for the program-
ming and ahsorbed the §1,0000-per-lec-
ture cost of the pilot

According to Gordon ka1 direc-
tor of community relations at Plymouth

Harbor, Access Sarasota films the lee-
tures, which are converted to digital for-
mat.

“It's no different than Web streaming,”
Olawa said,

The lectares appear at a 15-second
delay on a laptop computer, which is
hooked up to o broadband line that con-
nesets to this sereen.

Terward the end of each program, Cka-
wa eollects attendees’ questions abeait
the lectures and e-mails them to a STLL
representative for the question-and-an-
sveer segment,

The lectures have been popular with
residents, who enjoy learming fiom top
enperts in nternational velations.

“They've heen very favorably accepred,”
Bates said.

The program has also returned SILL
to its roots, Okawa said. Plymouth Har-
bor resident De. Evelyn Duvell founded
SILL in 18972, after attending the first
White House Conferenice on Aging, She
returned from that conference convinced
that senicr citizens need &s moch exer-
cise for their minds as they need for their
hadies

Okawa hopes that Plhymowth Harbor
can expand its use of simulcast technolo-
v, passibly broadeasting theater prodie-
tions or college lectures. He said other
local retirement communities are con-

broadcasting SILL: programs,
as well. According to Okawa, the idea of
Lifelong learning is one that is increasing-
ly important in retirement communities,

“Living 'at a retiremant community
isn't abont st sitting in front of a TV
Olearwa seid.
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